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Our habitats 



DoD and Biodiversity 

DoD owns 29 million 

acres of land in the US 



Listed and Imperiled Species 

420 Listed Species on DoD lands 



Why We Monitor 



Round 1 



Jump back, Kiss myself 

(To quote James Brown 



Round 2 (and still going) 



Objectives 
• Measure conditions on the burn unit pre-fire and post-fire to 

understand the effects of the fire from each individual burn as well 
as the cumulative effects of repeated burns. This information will be 
used to assess the effectiveness of prescribed burning in reaching 
the stated objectives of each site. 



Objectives 
• O1 - Increase Quercus spp. regeneration in Oak/Hickory Forests 
• O2 - Decrease invasive species cover in HQ areas 
• O3 - Reduce fuel load by 50-80% 



Methods 



Methods 



Methods 

• Qualitative 

– General plot description 

• Quantitative 

– Cover frequency 

• Percent cover 

• Nested root frequency 

– Line intercept 



Methods 
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Methods 



Field Notes 



Progression of a Fire Monitoring 

Site 
Baseline July 2016 Post Burn July 2018 

Photo Monitoring 



Progression of a Fire Monitoring  Baseline July 2016 Post Burn June 2018 

Photo Monitoring 



Progression of a Fire Monitoring 

Site 
Pre Burn April 2018 Post Burn May 2018 June 2018 

Photo Monitoring 



Need long term 

data to make 

solid 

statements 

• Reduction by half or elimination of litter in wetland, prairie, and forest sites 

• Reduction of dense stands of bur reeds in wetland sites 

• Reduction of large shrubs and elimination of small shrubs in wetland sites, especially 

Dogwood and Glossy Buckthorn 

• Reduction of canopy cover in forest sites, especially Maples. 

• Reduction of unwanted species saplings in forest sites (some resprouting) 

• Reduction of species like Brambles, Multiflora Rose, Hophornbeam, Hackberry, 

Honeysuckle, and silverberry in forest sites. 

•  
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